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New Delhi: Even though
China has been increasingly
making incursions across
the Sino-Indian border and
consistently improving its
infrastructure, Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) has not
been able to make a single
procurement of necessary
equipment in the past three
years. Beset by austerity
measures of the previous
government, the elite force
guarding Sino-Indian border
is short by 500 vehicles and
has been meeting its require-
ments by rigging old ones.

This problem, along with
the issue of massive dispari-
ty in road and telecommuni-
cation infrastructure vis a
vis China, need for dedicated
air support, no martyr status
for force personnel and de-
ployment-related issues,
were brought to the attention
of home minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday when he
made his first visit to the
headquarters of the force.

The visit assumes signif-
icance in the light of gov-
ernment’s focus on streng-
thening the Sino-Indian
border security. There have
already been close to 400 in-
cursions by Chinese troops
this year. Only 10 days ago,
MoS home Kiren Rijiju vis-
ited Ladakh to assess the
border situation and was
given a detailed presenta-
tion by the ITBP on its func-
tioning and requirements.

Home Ministry sources
said the minister looked at
the issues “sympathetical-
ly” and assured all help.
“When you are deployed
ahead of the army on the
border, you should get better
facilities,” Singh is learnt to
have said when infrastruc-
ture and equipment defi-
ciencies were pointed out.

Singh, sources said, also
assured the force that he
would look into the issue of
“martyr status” to ITBP ja-
wans who die in the line of du-
ty. While soldiers are called
martyrs and given conse-
quent rewards when they die
on duty, no such provision ex-
ists for paramilitary forces.

For the full report, log on
to www.timesofindia.com
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Bangalore: A communica-
tion collapse, compounded by
a blackout over the past four
days in Jammu & Kashmir,
has rendered mobile phones
useless. Anxiety levels were
soaring in Bangalore with re-
ports of 300 people from Kar-
nataka either stranded or
missing, as of Monday eve-
ning with reports of six mis-
sing coming as late as 9pm. 

Of this, 282 are from Ban-
galore while the others are
from across the state — Seven
from Mangalore, three from
Hubli, five from Chintamani,
two from Chitradurga and
one from Haveri. “It’s 294 and
counting, we’re updating the
list every hour,” K Sarojam-
ma, deputy commissioner,
revenue department, said.

With the tourist season of
autumn (September-Novem-
ber) kicking in, hundreds of
people from across India had
landed in J&K, not anticipat-
ing a disaster of this scale.
The other tourist seasons are
spring and summer (March-
late August).

For Nanjunde Gowda, who
has coordinated several rescue

operations on behalf of the
Karnataka government, in-
cluding one in Uttarakhand,
these floods are personal. His
niece, M U Rajeshwari, a lieu-
tenant with the Army, is strand-
ed in Kashmir. Rajeshwari, in
her early 20s, was transferred to
Kashmir from Delhi about a
fortnight ago.“She is working
with the Srinagar Military Hos-
pital and we’ve not been able to
reach her,” Gowda said.

For the full report, log on to
www.timesofindia.com
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New Delhi: With Jammu and
Kashmir suffering its worst
deluge over decades, home
minister Rajnath Singh will
now visit the Indo-Pak border
in Gujarat on Wednesday. The
minister was supposed to as-
sess border situation in Kash-
mir first. 

This would be the first vis-
it by Singh to any border after
assuming the chair of the
home minister. Sources said
during the visit Singh would
interact with both the BSF,
which guards the border in
the deserts of Kutch, and the
Coast Guard, which along
with BSF patrols the Sir
Creek area.

“Coastal security has been
one of the prime concerns of
this government. The home
minister will assess the bor-
der situation and the prepa-
redness of marine forces in
countering a 26/11-like intru-
sion through sea route,” said a
ministry official.

Sources said both the coast
guard and the BSF would give
presentations on the nature
and situation of the border
and the challenges of man-

ning it. “It would largely be a
familiarisation exercise. The
difficulties of the western bor-
der in Gujarat are very differ-
ent from other borders. It’s a
harsh terrain with the threat
of smugglers and gun runners
breaching border security.
Similarly, Sir Creek with dis-
pute over boundary is even
more difficult to manage,”
said the official.

Equipment for patrolling
of Rann of Kutch and Sir
Creek are in urgent need of
upgrade with faster boats and
vehicles, say sources. Though
Sir Creek is regularly
scanned by UAVs based on in-
telligence input, the over
4,000 sq km area is very diffi-
cult to keep an eye on. Agen-
cies regularly pick up infor-
mation about men from
Pakistan trying to enter India
using the Sir Creek route.

The patrolling is further
complicated by the fact that
fishermen from both India and
Pakistan regularly cross the
disputed boundary in Sir
Creek only to be arrested by
forces of respective countries.

J&K deluge forces
Rajnath to visit
Guj border first
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The Army has deployed
around 20,000 soldiers in

its Operation Megh Rahat to
rescue stranded people, with
215 columns, 65 medical
teams and 15 engineer task
forces spread out in the Kash-
mir valley,” said additional
director general (public in-
formation) Major-General
Shokin Chauhan on Monday
evening. “They have rescued
over 23,500 people till now. Of
them, 2,000 were rescued on
Monday morning from criti-
cally-hit areas in Srinagar
like Rajbagh, Jawahar Na-
gar, Shivpura, Pantha and
others,’’ he added.

The IAF used 45 aircraft
and helicopters which flew
close to 200 sorties to airlift
1,800 people and 315 tonnes
of relief material. “The hel-
icopters, with Garud com-
mandos, too winched up
over 320 people. In some
cases, the Garuds had to dis-
mantle roofs and evacuate
people trapped on the top
floors of their houses,” said
the IAF spokesperson.

With both sides of Kash-
mir facing flood fury, direc-
tor-general of military op-
erations Lt-General P R
Kumar offered assistance to
his Pakistani counterpart

over the hotline, with the
Pakistani military too reci-
procating the gesture.

Naval marine comman-
dos, who are deployed around
Wular Lake for counter-ter-
rorist operations, chipped in
by rescuing around 200 peo-
ple at Haigaon on the Srina-

gar-Sopore highway.
The Army itself was hit,

with around 4,200 of its sol-
diers and 380 families
stranded in the virtually
submerged Badami Bagh
Cantonment in Srinagar.

For the full report, log on
to www.timesofindia.com
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New Delhi: The devastating
floods in Jammu & Kashmir
that wreaked unprecedented
damage also erased the “dis-
tance” of the state — distinct
due to the special status ac-
corded to it under Article 370
of the Constitution — from
the rest of the country. 

Experts believed the feel-
ing of alienation among
Kashmiris, especially the
youth, has kept the separa-
tist movement in the state
alive. In the hour of crisis
though, mainland India re-
sponded promptly to help
J&K flood victims. 

A group of doctors in
Mumbai have got together to
start a helpline (022-6133
6133) for 24x7 medical advice
to J&K flood victims.

Delhi-based Zakat Foun-
dation has dispatched a team
equipped with life jackets,
boats and satellite phones to
Srinagar to help rescue vic-
tims. 

Surendran B, a computer
professional, saw a “call to
relief ” posted on the Face-

book by a friend and instant-
ly volunteered help. An activ-
ist from Bangalore, too,
joined in to help collect relief
materials. 

In the last 36 hours, Sure-
ndran and nine others came
together through social
media and put up a website —
jkfloodrelief.org — to collect
and coordinate relief efforts
for the ravaged state. So far,
the website has about 10,000
page views.

The Twitter feed on the

website has come in handy
for those who are scouring
for information for their
loved ones stranded in the
J&K flood.

One tweet read: “@Miq-
balkhan: Still can’t get in
touch with my sister. She
lives in rajbagh. No phones
working there.”

In another tweet, Atul Pa-
reek wrote: “Pilgrims stuck
at Zeshta Devi have run out
of food supply. Temple is
hardly a kilometre away

from Raj Bhawan.”
“We are trying to dissemi-

nate real time information
collected from people on the
ground on the website,” said
Surendran.

Run by volunteers, the
website is putting out crowd-
sourced information and de-
tails collected from the social
media about flood victims, a
list of their “priority needs”
and collections points for re-
lief material across the
country. There is also a map

depicting the location of
flood victims who need to be
rescued.

The website directs those
who want to donate money to
the Prime Minister’s Relief
Fund. A Delhi-based organi-
zation is volunteering with
the collection and transpor-
tation of relief materials to
J&K as is an airline company. 

Volunteers have also con-
tacted pharmaceutical com-
panies who have agreed to
help with medicines.

Aid From Across India Could Help Remove State’s Feeling Of Alienation 

Flood washes away J&K isolation

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE: An aerial view of the flooded 
Akhnoor sector in Jammu

Soldiers build a temporary bridge over the Tawi at a Jammu village
on Monday. For steps to download and use Alive app, see P2

Congress leaders Digvijay Singh and Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Monday lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his

“prompt action” and “quick response” in dealing with the
massive flood crisis in Jammu and Kashmir.

“Commend the rescue by DMRF, Army, police and security
forces in J&K and also GOI and PM for prompt action and
reaching out to people in PoK,” Congress general secretary
Digivijay Singh said on Twitter. Azad, who had spoken to Modi
on the matter on Saturday, said, “I had spoken to the PM. I am
very happy with his response. He (Modi) was very quick to visit
the state and announce a package of Rs 1,000 crore.” PTI

Cong leaders praise Modi’s action
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The surrendered mili-
tants, drawn from Mani-

pur and Assam, would be ab-
sorbed in two auxiliary
battalions of the forces with a
strength of 750 each. The
stringent selection criteria of
the forces have been eased for
the militants who have signed
“suspension of operation”
agreement with the state gov-
ernments. Apart from allow-
ing recruitment up to the 
age of 35 , the government has
also relaxed educational
qualification to Class VIII
and done away with the writ-
ten examination.

However, the candidates
will have to pass the physi-
cal test that would require
running 5 km in 24 minutes.

Based on their perform-
ance in the force, they could
be absorbed in regular para-
military battalions later.
The men would be provided
educational facilities and
encouraged to pass Class X
exams which could make
them eligible for absorption
in regular battalions.

Sources said these men
wouldn’t be pressed into
combat duties initially or
handed any weapon. They
would just train and study,
and depending on their per-
formance absorbed later.
The training programmes
would include vocational
courses that they would have
the freedom to choose from.

The men would also get a
monthly stipend of Rs 10,000
to Rs 14,500 apart from ration
money and uniform. A simi-
lar drive in the northeast in
the early 1970s was success-
ful, prompting the govern-
ment to revive the plan.

Ex-militants
to be part 

of auxiliary
battalions
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The ITBP is short by 500 vehicles 
due to the austerity measures of
the previous government

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Monday thanked his
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi for offering help in flood

relief efforts in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK) and said
closer collaboration in disaster management should be a part of
their agenda of peace and development in the region.

“I gratefully acknowledge your letter of 7 September,
conveying deep sympathies for the people affected in POK by
unprecedented monsoon rains and consequent flooding. The
offer for assistance in our relief efforts is equally thoughtful.
Such solidarity in the face of adversity is indeed valuable,” he
said in reply to Modi’s letter offering assistance.

In his reply, Sharif said he was aware that the Kashmiris on
the Indian side of the Line of Control have also faced heavy loss
of life and material damage. “Our thoughts and prayers are with
the bereaved families in this difficult time, and we remain
prepared to extend a helping hand, in whatever way possible, to
the efforts for their relief and rehabilitation,” Sharif said. PTI

Sharif thanks Modi for help offerRakhi.Chakrabarty
@timesgroup.com

Water level of the Godavari
river rose alarmingly and

reached more than 11 feet at
Dowleswaram barrage in East
Godavari district of Andhra
Pradesh on Monday morning,
district officials monitoring the
situation said. This came even
as a report from Bhadrachalam
said that the third warning flag
has been hoisted there after
the water level reached 53.6 on
Monday morning and
submerged some areas in
Khammam district of
Telangana state. PTI

Godavari level rises
in AP, Telangana
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